
The Benediction
P: The Benediction, or “good word,” is the last word of the 
Divine Service. These words were first given to Moses for Aaron 
and his priestly sons to speak over the people of Israel. The Lord 
attached His blessing to these words, saying, “So shall they put My 
name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them.” (Num. 6:27). 
The Benediction is not a pious wish or a prayer, but a divine 
blessing which imparts what it says.

The congregation replies with a triple “Amen”, confessing 
that the Lord has done and will do what He indicates, namely that 
He will bless them, keep them, look upon them with favor, and give
them peace. 

With the Benediction, the pastor makes the sign of the cross 
upon the congregation, and, with the Divine Service beginning and 
ending with the mark of Christ, our baptismal birthmark, we depart 
from the service in peace and joy, forgiven, renewed, redeemed, and
rejoicing. Having been conformed to Christ by His Word and, when
offered, through His Sacrament, we remain in Jesus and His Word, 
having strength and growth in our faith for the week ahead and the 
world in which we live. 

Following the Benediction is a final or closing Hymn, which
focuses our hearts and minds upon Christ as we go forth in faith.  

Benedicamus p. 201
Benediction p. 202
Closing Hymn: #818, “In Thee Is Gladness”

NARRATIVE MASS

P: The Divine Service is centered around our Lord’s activity 
among us through the means of grace. Acts 2:42 describes the 
liturgical life of the Early Church, “And they continued steadfastly 
in the Apostles’ teaching, and the fellowship, to the breaking of  
bread (the Lord’s Supper), and the prayers (liturgy).” The words for
our worship are not our words, but come from God's Word. They 
bring God's power and Christ's blessing.

There are two major parts to the worship: the Service of the 
Word and the Service of the Sacrament. Each focuses on the 
presence of the victorious Jesus Christ who brings His grace and 
holiness to His baptized people. The Service of the Word and the 
Service of the Sacrament are filled with words and music 
expressing both our need and desire for grace and our Savior Jesus 
as the supplier for both through the means of grace. 

The Invocation, Confession of Sins, and Absolution
P: Following an opening prelude and hymn, the congregation 
invokes the presence of the Triune God in whose name we have 
been baptized (Matthew 28:19). The invocation confesses the triune
name of God whom we worship and professes our faith that we call 
on no other god than the God of Scripture. “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the LORD will be saved” (Joel 2:32).

Beginning with the Invocation, we draw near to God to 
confess our unworthiness and Jesus' perfect grace. We acknowledge
that we need divine help in our lives. Divine help that brings the 
assurance that forgiveness of sins can be ours.

In order to have full fellowship and a holy communion with 
the Lord, we must have purified hearts and cleansed hands. The 
congregation next joins in the confession of sins, for, “If we confess
our sins, [God] is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Following the 
confession of sins is the announcement of the Lord’s Absolution by 
the pastor. He proclaims forgiveness from God upon all the 
repentant and humble of heart who come to Him in faith. The 
Absolution comes from Jesus' first appearance to the Apostles on 
Easter evening, where He gave them the Holy Spirit and 
commanded them to forgive the sins of those who repent (John 



20:19-23). The Absolution sets the tone for the service to be one of 
forgiveness, grace, mercy, and life in the Lord Jesus. Confession 
and Absolution renew our communion with God, begun and 
established in Holy Baptism.

This section is the preparatory office of spiritual purification
by which we are made clean to enter the service proper which 
begins with the Introit.

Opening Hymn: #813, “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”
Invocation p. 184
Confession & Absolution p. 184

The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis
P: The Introit (Latin for “entrance”), which includes the Gloria 
Patri (Latin for “Glory be to the Father”), used to be chanted by the 
choir while the minister approached the altar. It is the entrance song
which expresses the theme of the service. The Introit usually comes
from the Psalms.

In the Kyrie (“Kyrie eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have 
mercy”), we greet God as the people of old greeted their king when 
he came to them, welcoming Him and crying out for help. The 
Kyrie is the humble cry for mercy of a people suffering from the 
curse of sin, much like blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:47). It embraces 
the misery, suffering and affliction of all humanity.

God’s answer to the Kyrie is redemption in Christ. For this 
we adore and praise Him in the Gloria in Excelsis (Latin for “Glory 
in the highest”), an ancient and beautiful canticle which begins with
the angels’ Christmas carol (Luke 2:14), swells into a profound 
adoration of the Holy Trinity, and centers in the theme of Christ 
who has come to save us (John 1:29).

Introit Isaiah 61:10 (antiphon: Psalm 146:2)
C: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;

Distribution Hymns:
#676, “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White”

#631, “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
#643, “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”

P: Having received Jesus' body and blood, we celebrate that we
have received what He promises in this meal: forgiveness of sins, 
everlasting life and salvation. We celebrate using the words of the 
aged Simeon, who sang them as he held the forty-day-old Jesus in 
his arms (Luke 2:29-32). He knew that he had seen the salvation of 
the world in the infant Son of God.

We “give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His 
steadfast love (mercy) endures forever” (Psalm 107:1). Having 
received the Sacrament, we are aware of the closeness we have with
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He have seen Him face to face 
(LSB #631), but He has also entered us, making us part of the host 
arrayed in white (LSB #676). We therefore go out into the world 
with God's blessing (LSB #643), as He has given us a foretaste of 
the feast to come in His eternal kingdom.

Nunc Dimittis p. 199
Thanksgiving p. 200
Post-Communion Collect p. 201



The Proper Preface changes with the season and 
circumstance. Each one focuses on the seasonal reason for our 
thanks and praise. We conclude this prayer with the song of the 
angels in Isaiah 6 and the Palm Sunday pilgrims in Matthew 21.

Preface p. 194
Proper Preface
Sanctus p. 195

P: The Lord’s Prayer or “Our Father” is the chief prayer of the
Christian Church, our Lord’s own direction of the hearts and minds
of the baptized to receive the gifts and blessing of their Heavenly
Father. We say this prayer in every worship service because Jesus
said, “Pray then like this” (Matthew 6:9).

Lord's Prayer p. 196

P: The Service of the Sacrament nears its climax as the pastor 
speaks Jesus' words over the bread and wine. The Words of 
Institution are a conflation of the Institution narratives in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and 1 Corinthians. During these words, Jesus sends His
body and blood to mix and mingle with the bread and wine on the 
altar so that we may have His peace (John 14:27; 20:19).

We continue with singing His praise as He comes to us as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). 
During the Agnus Dei (Latin for “lamb of God”), the pastor and the 
elder receive Jesus' body and blood before distributing them to the 
faithful.

Jesus' body and blood are then distributed with the bread 
and wine for Christians to eat and to drink for the strengthening of 
their faith, the assurance of life everlasting and the seal of salvation.
Those who are not communicant members of the congregation are 
also welcome to come and receive a blessing for God to keep them 
in their baptismal grace.

Words of Institution p. 197
Pax Domini p. 197
Agnus Dei p. 198

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Kyrie p. 186
Gloria in Excelsis p. 187

The Salutation and the Collect of the Day
P: In Lutheran worship, pastor and people worship God 
together. This is expressed in the Salutation where pastor and 
people exchange the blessing of Christ for each other, once 
recorded in the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to the Virgin Mary 
(Luke 1:28) and then again in the last words St. Paul wrote in 
Scripture (2 Timothy 4:22).

The Collect for the Day unites all believers to pray for the 
divine virtues brought out by the season of the year and the 
readings of the day. There is a different Collect for each Sunday and
feast day of the year.

Salutation & Collect p. 189

The Old Testament Lesson, Epistle, Gradual, and Gospel
P: Up to this point in the service we have been confessing what
God has said to us. Now, we reverently listen to God as He speaks 
through the prophets in the Old Testament and the Apostles in the 
New Testament, to equip and edify the body of Christ, His Church.

The Gradual gives us time for meditation. We rise for the 
reading of the Gospel, where Christ Himself speaks. We honor Him
by standing and praising Him with the two versicles: “Glory be to 
You, O Lord” and “Praise be to You, O Christ.”

The Reading of Scripture is the pinnacle point in the Service
of the Word. They are the divine words of God which call, gather, 



enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian Church on earth that we 
might be kept with Christ in the one, true faith. “Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but the word of the Lord endures forever” (Matthew
24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33).

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
Gradual bulletin
Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-13
Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14

The Creed, Hymn, and Sermon
P: Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith as one 
holy communion in the words of the Creed, a summary outline of 
the Holy Scriptures and THE confession of Christianity. Our 
preparation for the sermon is to sing a Hymn which fits the theme 
of the day. 

In the Sermon one of the readings is explained and applied 
to our faith and daily life. As Christ instructed His disciples to 
preach, and likewise Ephesians 4 states that the Holy Spirit has 
given some to be pastors and teachers, preaching is a powerful way 
in which the Holy Spirit enlightens our minds to the Lord’s 
gracious will. The Sermon is liturgical, incorporating the Readings 
of Scripture for the day and demonstrating their beauty and depth to
the Lord’s people. Actively listening to and self-application of the 
Sermon are acts of worship. 

The Sermon ends with a blessing: “The peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen” (Philippians 4:7).

Nicene Creed p. 191
Hymn of the Day: #510, “A Multitude Comes

from the East and the West”

The Offertory and Offerings
P: The offertory chant is our response to the Word of God 
heard in the Sermon, using the words of Psalm 51:10-12. The 
gathering of our Offering is connected with it to express our trust in
God to provide for us, our gratitude for the sacrifice and victory of 
Christ given us in the worship service and during the week, and our 
faith that God is faithful and will multiply our gifts to the glory of 
His Church and will return in blessing to us. While the Offering is 
gathered, the pastor prepares the elements for the Lord’s Supper.

Offertory p. 192
Offering

The General Prayer 
P: Upon hearing the Word of God and offering both vocal and 
tangible expressions of our faith and thanksgiving, we offer our 
prayers for all people to our Lord (1 Timothy 2:1-4). The form of 
our prayer comes from the ancient form used by St. Basil the Great.
It encompasses all people in their vocations and needs. It also 
contains the special requests of the congregation.

The Church of Christ prays not only for herself, but 
intercedes for our fellow human beings and the whole world. 
Though the pastor leads the Prayer of the Church, it is the prayer of 
the whole congregation, which prays with the pastor, adding their 
voices to each petition with “Lord, have mercy,” echoing the Kyrie.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

P: In the Service of the Sacrament, we reach the ultimate 
pinnacle of Christian worship: receiving Jesus' body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins. As we begin this section, we have the 
Salutation again, joining pastor and people together in worship in 
Spirit and truth (John 4:24). As we join together in worship, we lift 
up our hearts, focusing our minds on the things that are above, 
where Christ is (Colossians 3:1). We give thanks to God because He
has given us everything and has shaped history in His image so that 
we might praise and worship Him (Psalm 136).


